INTRODUCTION

Relaxin
is a polypeptide hormone found during pregnancy in many species. It has several actions related to the maintenance of pregnancy and is involved in the prepartum softening of the tissues that surround the pelvic canal (see Porter, 1979; Bryant-Greenwood, 1982 
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Ui; lating relaxin production by the ovary. The latter situation is believed to occur in the rat, where a placental substance is responsible for luteal production of relaxin (Goldsmith et al., 1981) .
In the rat, enhanced progesterone production occurs in the second half of pregnancy (Sanyal, 1978) . However, there is no increase in progesterone concentrations as relaxin production begins in the cat (Fig. 4) In the mare, the placenta has been shown to be the source of relaxin (Stewart et al., 1982b) . Prepartum surges in relaxin have been observed in animals such as the sow (Sherwood et al., 1975) and rat (Sherwood etal., 1980 (Sherwood etal., ,1983 .
However, the cat is like the mare (Stewart et al., 1982a) and human (Quagliarello et al., 1980) in that it does not seem to have such surges.
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